News Release

INTERNATIONAL HYDROGRAPHIC ORGANIZATION ACCREDITS
WORLD OCEAN COUNCIL AS OBSERVER
WOC Sustainable Ocean Summit to Focus on “Smart Ocean-Smart Industries” Collection of Oceanographic Data by Ocean Industries, including Hydrographic Data
25 October 2016
The International Hydrographic Organization (IHO) on October 6th approved the World
Ocean Council (WOC) as an official Observer to this important intergovernmental body.
With formal IHO Observer status, the WOC increases its ability to ensure ocean business
community involvement in the key intergovernmental bodies and processes on ocean
science, policy, planning and regulations that are important to ocean industry activities.
The IHO is the intergovernmental technical and consultative organization based in Monaco and
established in 1921 to improve and standardise the surveying and mapping of the world’s seas,
oceans and waterways – most of which remain largely unsurveyed and therefore poorly
mapped. 85 member governments are represented in the IHO.
IHO Secretary-General, Robert Ward, stated that, “We have better maps of the Moon and
Mars than of most of our seas and oceans. The IHO is therefore most pleased to welcome the
World Ocean Council on board as an Observer organization. The WOC is uniquely positioned to
help us improve the situation by engaging the diverse global ocean business community in
collecting and sharing the vital hydrographic data that is essential to safe and sustainable
ocean industry operations, and to coordinate this with the IHO via the WOC ‘Smart OceanSmart Industries’ program.”
The WOC “Smart Ocean-Smart Industries” (SO-SI) program is working to expand the role of
ocean industries in collecting and sharing of oceanographic information - including
hydrographic data.
The SO-SI is developing coordinated program to systematically engage the use of industry
vessels, platforms, and other infrastructure (e.g. wind farms, aquaculture facilities) in hosting
or deploying scientific instrumentation to gather data. Participation in the program enables
companies to demonstrate their contribution to achieving Sustainable Development Goal 14a
which calls for “increasing scientific knowledge” of the ocean.
Advancing the development of the WOC “Smart Ocean-Smart Industries” program will be
the focus of a session at the WOC Sustainable Ocean Summit (SOS), Rotterdam, 30 Nov-2 Dec
2016.

The SOS 2016 will again bring together CEOs and senior executives from a wide range of ocean
industries, including: shipping, oil and gas, fisheries, aquaculture, tourism, offshore renewable
energy, marine mining, ports, dredging, submarine cables, marine science/technology, the
maritime legal, financial and insurance communities, and others.
To register for the World Ocean Council’s Sustainable Ocean Summit (SOS) and see the SOS
2016 program, visit http://oceancouncil.org/event/sustainable-ocean-summit-2016/.

REGISTER NOW FOR THE SOS 2016 !
Sustainable Ocean Summit (SOS) 2016: 30 Nov-2 Dec, Rotterdam
“Ocean 2030: Sustainable Development Goals and the Ocean Business Community”
Ensure you have a place at this unique gathering of global ocean business leaders.
Go to www.sustainableoceansummit.org to Register for the SOS 2016, become an SOS 2016
Sponsor, Endorser or Media Partner.
For a list of the CEOs and senior representatives who participate in the SOS, click here.
Upcoming WOC Outreach and Engagement
26-27 October
COPENHAGEN: Danish Maritime Days (Breakout Session Facilitator)
5 November
XIAMEN: World Ocean Week (WOW) - Regional Workshop on Catalyzing Blue
Economy Investment in East Asia (Plenary Speaker)
8 November
SHANGHAI: Young Professionals Shipping Network China Meeting (Featured Speaker)

About the World Ocean Council (WOC)
The WOC is the only international, cross-sectoral alliance for private sector leadership
and collaboration in sustainability, stewardship and science. Companies from a range of
industries worldwide are distinguishing themselves as leaders in “Corporate Ocean
Responsibility”, including: shipping, oil and gas, tourism, fisheries, aquaculture, mining,
renewable energy, ocean technology, investment. WOC Members are listed here, a part
of the WOC Network of 35,000+ ocean industry stakeholders around the world. The WOC
is a registered not-for-profit organization in the US and the UK/Europe.
Contact email: info@oceancouncil.org Web: www.oceancouncil.org
To subscribe to future WOC News or to update your contact information, click here.
To share this issue of WOC News with others (on Facebook, Twitter, etc), click here.
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