News Release

PRESIDENT OF U.N. GENERAL ASSEMBLY AND WOC
COLLABORATE ON INDUSTRY INVOLVEMENT IN THE OCEAN
CONFERENCE
U.N. President and World Ocean Council CEO Meet to Advance Business Involvement
and Commitments at U.N. Ocean Conference focused on Sustainable Development
Goal (SDG) 14
11 April 2017
Peter Thomson, President of the U.N. General Assembly (UNGA) met with Paul Holthus, CEO
of the World Ocean Council (WOC), to collaborate on fostering private sector input,
commitments and participation in The Ocean Conference at the United Nations in New York
(5-9 June 2017).

The Ocean Conference encourages “Voluntary Initiatives” - efforts voluntarily undertaken by
stakeholders, including the private sector, individually or in partnership, that aim to contribute
to SDG 14 implementation. Voluntary commitments can be registered online here. The
Guidance Note on Voluntary Commitments for SDG 14 is available here.

President Thomson said, “The ocean’s health is fundamental to the future of the planet, and the
private sector is critical to the future of the ocean. The international community will come
together at The Ocean Conference at the U.N. in June to focus on the urgent action and
partnerships needed to support the health of the ocean and ensure its resources are
sustainably managed.”
“We encourage all stakeholders, especially industry, to submit Voluntary Commitments as a
demonstration of important efforts being made, or soon to be underway, for advancing the
ocean’s sustainable management. I am pleased to have the support and assistance of the World
Ocean Council to engage the global ocean business community in this critical effort.”
For a video message from the UNGA President to the WOC and the global ocean business
community, click here.
Paul Holthus, World Ocean Council CEO, added that, “The WOC is working with closely with the
U.N. General Assembly President to advance industry participation in The Ocean Conference
and the submission of Voluntary Commitments for SDG 14. We are engaging with the ocean
business community to develop the ocean sustainable development pledge for companies to
sign on to in 2017 and on SDG targets and indicators that are practical and achievable.”
The U.N. Ocean Conference theme is “Our Oceans, Our Future: Partnering for the
Implementation of Sustainable Development Goal 14”. SDG 14 addresses the need to conserve
and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources.
The Ocean Conference outputs will be an intergovernmentally agreed "Call for Action" to
support the implementation of Goal 14, a report of the partnership dialogues, and a list of
voluntary commitments for the implementation of Goal 14.
The WOC is working with the International Chamber of Commerce (ICC) and U.N. Global
Compact (UNGC) to ensure private sector input and participation in The Ocean Conference.
Following last month’s Ocean Conference preparatory meeting, a “zero draft” of the Call for
Action was made available by the President.
Companies and industry organizations are encouraged to contact the WOC at
info@oceancouncil.org for more information on The Ocean Conference, including voluntary
commitments.
For more information on the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and the opportunities they
create for the ocean business community, click here.

SAVE THE DATE
Sustainable Ocean Summit (SOS) 2017: 29 Nov-01 Dec, Halifax, Canada
SOS 2017 Theme: “The Ocean Sustainable Development Goal (SDG 14):
Business Leadership and Business Opportunities”

Mark your calendars for this unique gathering of the global ocean business community.

Upcoming WOC Outreach and Engagement
19 - 21 April, THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, INDIA
Oceans Dialogue: Ocean Governance (Invited Session Chair and Speaker)
24 - 28 April, MONACO
International Hydrographic Organization (IHO) Assembly (Accredited Observer)
2 May, HAMBURG
Maritime CIO Forum: Harnessing Digital for Vessel Optimisation (Invited Speaker)

About the World Ocean Council (WOC)
The WOC is the only international, cross-sectoral alliance for private sector leadership and
collaboration in sustainability, stewardship and science. Companies from a range of
industries worldwide are distinguishing themselves as leaders in “Corporate Ocean
Responsibility”, including: shipping, oil and gas, tourism, fisheries, aquaculture, mining,
renewable energy, ocean technology, investment. WOC Members are listed here, a part of
the WOC Network of 35,000+ ocean industry stakeholders around the world. The WOC is a
registered not-for-profit organization in the US and the UK/Europe.
Contact email: info@oceancouncil.org Web: www.oceancouncil.org
To subscribe to future WOC News or to update your contact information, click here.
To share this issue of WOC News with others (on Facebook, Twitter, etc), click here.
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