News Release

WORLD OCEAN COUNCIL CALLS ON BUSINESS COMMUNITY TO
IDENTIFY POLAR RESEARCH PRIORITIES
Ocean Industries are Encouraged to Participate in the Survey to Outline Polar Issues
and Drive Research
27 April 2017
The business community has the opportunity to provide input to the survey of research
priorities conducted by the European scientific consortium (EU-PolarNet) regarding Polar
regions. The survey will answer the questions: How will polar changes affect business
activities? How can future research assist in solving potential challenges?
As Polar Regions change (e.g. reduction of sea ice, permafrost thawing, …), new opportunities
and challenges are emerging, especially in areas that previously were inaccessible for
economic activities. The business community inputs are critical to identifying priorities and to
improving the understanding, modelling and predicting of conditions in these areas.
By identifying the most pressing issues in the Polar Regions relevant to the industries
operating in the high latitudes, this survey aims to identify the challenges and opportunities
to be addressed by future research. White papers produced from this survey will provide the
European Commission with recommendations on the issues needing further investigation
and decision-making.
Please follow this link to participate in the survey: http://www.eu-polarnet.eu/projectthemes/polar-research-for-science-and-society/public-consultation-on-research-priorities/
More about EU-PolarNet consortium - http://www.eu-polarnet.eu/
EU-PolarNet is a Horizon2020 Coordination and Support Action. Its ambition is to connect
science with society. As the world’s largest consortium of scientific expertise and infrastructure
for polar research, the consortium aims to develop effective research strands and successful
partnerships that will address the urgent need for knowledge about changes in the Polar
Regions. Outcomes from this research will inform policy decisions that address the global
imperative for a low-carbon future.

SAVE THE DATE
Sustainable Ocean Summit (SOS) 2017: 29 Nov-01 Dec, Halifax, Canada

SOS 2017 Theme: “The Ocean Sustainable Development Goal (SDG 14):
Business Leadership and Business Opportunities”
Mark your calendars for this unique gathering of the global ocean business community.

Upcoming WOC Outreach and Engagement
24 - 28 April, MONACO
International Hydrographic Organization (IHO) Assembly (Accredited Observer)
2 May, HAMBURG
Maritime CIO Forum: Harnessing Digital for Vessel Optimisation (Invited Speaker)

About the World Ocean Council (WOC)
The WOC is the only international, cross-sectoral alliance for private sector leadership
and collaboration in sustainability, stewardship and science. Companies from a range of
industries worldwide are distinguishing themselves as leaders in “Corporate Ocean
Responsibility”, including: shipping, oil and gas, tourism, fisheries, aquaculture, mining,
renewable energy, ocean technology, investment. WOC Members are listed here, a part
of the WOC Network of 35,000+ ocean industry stakeholders around the world. The
WOC is a registered not-for-profit organization in the US and the UK/Europe.
Contact email: info@oceancouncil.org Web: www.oceancouncil.org
To subscribe to future WOC News or to update your contact information, click here.
To share this issue of WOC News with others (on Facebook, Twitter, etc), click here.
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