
		

News	Release	

WOC	ENSURES	INDUSTRY	ENGAGEMENT	IN	NEGOTIATIONS	FOR	
NEW	U.N.	HIGH	SEAS	REGULATION	WHICH	RESTART	TODAY		
	
3rd	Negotiations	for	Binding	Agreement	on	International	Waters	Begin	19	August;	
WOC	to	Hold	Official	Side	Event	at	UNHQ	and	Will	Again	Organize	Annual	Briefing	on	
the	High	Seas	Treaty	at	WOC	Sustainable	Ocean	Summit	(Paris,	20-22	Nov)	
	
19	August	2019			
 
The	World	Ocean	Council	(WOC)	is	working	to	keep	the	global	ocean	business	community	
informed	and	engaged	regarding	the	U.N.	negotiations	to	expand	the	Convention	on	the	Law	
of	the	Sea	(UNCLOS)	to	include	a	new	legally	binding	instrument	on	the	conservation	and	
sustainable	use	of	marine	life	in	areas	beyond	national	jurisdiction	(BBNJ).		
	
The	WOC	will	participate	in	the	third	round	of	BBNJ	negotiations	which	take	place	at	U.N.	
Headquarters	in	New	York	from	19-30	August.	
	
The	WOC	is	organizing	an	official	Side	Event	at	the	BBNJ	Negotiations	on	“Methods	and	Tools	
for	Documenting	Human	Activity	and	Assessing	Threat	and	Risk	to	High	Seas	Biodiversity”,	
on	28	August.	
	
The	annual	WOC	Sustainable	Ocean	Summit	(SOS),	20-22	November,	Paris	will	again	provide	
the	only	regular	briefing	on	the	BBNJ	Treaty	specifically	for	the	ocean	business	community.	
	
A	2-page	WOC	briefing	on	the	BBNJ	and	implications	for	ocean	industries	can	be	found	here.	
The	initial	version	of	the	new	legally	binding	instrument	on	the	conservation	and	sustainable	
use	of	marine	life	in	areas	beyond	national	jurisdiction	(BBNJ)	became	available	in	June,	as	
previously	announced	by	the	WOC.		
	
The	legally	binding	BBNJ	will	create	new	international	high	seas	regulation	on:	

• Environmental	impact	assessments	(EIAs)	
• Area-based	management	tools	including	marine	protected	areas	(MPAs)	
• Capacity-building	and	transfer	of	marine	technology	
• Marine	genetic	resources	(MGRs)	including	benefit	sharing		

	
The	WOC	is	an	accredited	observer	to	the	BBNJ	negotiations	and	has	been	the	only	ocean	
industry	organization	consistently	and	actively	involved	in	the	BBNJ	process	over	the	past	

https://www.oceancouncil.org/resources/the-law-of-the-sea-bbnj-agreement-and-ocean-business-activities/
https://www.un.org/bbnj/sites/www.un.org.bbnj/files/draft_text_a.conf_.232.2019.6_advanced_unedited_version_corr.pdf


decade	as	this	effort	to	develop	the	most	important	new	legal	regime	for	the	ocean	since	the	
establishment	of	the	U.N.	Law	of	the	Sea	proceeds.	
	
The	WOC	is	working	to	develop	the	“BBNJ	Business	Coalition”	for	coordinated	industry	
involvement	in	the	BBNJ	process.	This	will	advance	interaction	both:	a)	among	the	sectors	of	
the	diverse	ocean	business	community	and	b)	between	the	private	sector	and	other	
stakeholders.	The	Coalition	will	seek	to	develop	coordinated	industry	input	to	ensure	that	the	
BBNJ	will	be	practical,	implementable	and	engender	constructive	ocean	business	community	
engagement	in	the	conservation	and	sustainable	use	of	marine	life	in	international	waters.	
	
The	WOC	BBNJ	Business	Coalition	participants	(as	well	as	WOC	Members)	will	receive	expert	
review	and	analysis	of	the	BBNJ	process,	covering	the	negotiation	progress	and	dynamics,	the	
priority	BBNJ	issues,	concerns	and	input	of	governments	and	other	stakeholders,	and	the	
evolving	content	of	the	draft	new	legally	binding	agreement.	
	
There	is	still	time	for	ocean	industries	to	engage	and	have	a	voice	in	this	critical	ocean	
governance	process	that	will	affect	business	access	and	operations	in	the	high	seas	for	the	
foreseeable	future	by	participating	in	the	WOC	BBNJ	Business	Coalition.	Industry	involvement	
is	critical	and	can	help	ensure	that	policies	and	regulations	are	developed	with	full	and	
balanced	information,	are	based	on	good	science	and	risk	assessment,	are	practical	and	
implementable	and	engender	the	involvement	and	support	of	the	ocean	business	community.		
	
In	preparation	for	the	start	of	the	BBNJ	Negotiations,	in	2018	the	WOC	released	a	report	on	
“Ocean	Governance	and	the	Private	Sector”	–	a	review	of	major	international	ocean	policy	
organizations	and	processes,	the	past	and	ongoing	efforts	for	engaging	the	business	
community	and	priorities	for	the	future,	especially	for	the	WOC	in	its	role	as	the	global,	multi-
industry	organization	on	ocean	sustainable	development.	
	

		

	

REGISTRATION	NOW	OPEN	
	

Sustainable	Ocean	Summit	(SOS)	2019:	20-22	Nov,	Paris	
	

“Investing	in	Ocean	Futures:	Finance	and	Innovation	for	the	Blue	Economy”	
	

Early	registration	ends	on	13	September	2019.	For	information	on	the	developing	program	and	
to	register,	visit	https://www.sustainableoceansummit.org/.	
	

	

	
Recent	and	Upcoming	WOC	Outreach	and	Engagement	

	
19-30	August,	NEW	YORK	
U.N.	Law	of	the	Sea,	BBNJ	Treaty	-	3rd	Negotiation	Session	on	the	international,	legally	
binding	instrument	under	the	U.N.	Convention	on	the	Law	of	the	Sea	re	the	conservation	
and	sustainable	use	of	marine	biological	diversity	of	areas	beyond	national	jurisdiction	
(BBNJ)	(Industry	Representative)		

https://www.oceancouncil.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/WOC-White-Paper-Ocean-Governance-and-the-Private-Sector-final.pdf
https://www.sustainableoceansummit.org/


	

	
16-20	September,	HONOLULU	
OceanObs	’19	(Participant)	
	
18-19	September,	SINGAPORE		
Shipping	2030	and	Global	Liner	Shipping	Asia	(Speaker)	
	

	
World	Ocean	Council	(WOC)	–	The	Global	Blue	Economy	Business	Organization	

	
The	WOC	is	the	international,	cross-sectoral	alliance	for	private	sector	leadership,		
collaboration	and	action	on	ocean	sustainability,	stewardship	and	science.	Companies	
from	a	range	of	industries	worldwide	are	distinguishing	themselves	as	leaders	in	
“Corporate	Ocean	Responsibility”,	including:	shipping,	oil	and	gas,	tourism,	fisheries,	
aquaculture,	mining,	renewable	energy,	ocean	technology	and	investment.		
	
WOC	Members	are	listed	here,	a	part	of	the	WOC	Network	of	35,000+	ocean	industry	
stakeholders	around	the	world.	The	WOC	is	a	registered	not-for-profit	organization	in	the	
US,	UK	and	France.	
	

Contact	email:	info@oceancouncil.org	Web:	www.oceancouncil.org	
	

To	subscribe	to	future	WOC	News	or	to	update	your	contact	information,	click	here.		
To	share	this	issue	of	WOC	News	with	others	(on	Facebook,	Twitter,	etc),	click	here.	
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