
  

News Release 

OCEAN ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT: INVITATION 
TO PARTICIPATE IN WOC WORKING GROUP 
 
World Ocean Council (WOC) Working Group Will Advance EIA Solutions, Best 
Practices and Collaboration for Responsible Ocean Industry Activities 
 
27 January 2020   
 
The World Ocean Council (WOC) is establishing an international, cross-disciplinary Ocean EIA 
Working Group (WG) to bring together: 

• EIA Practitioners: Companies and individuals with experience in undertaking EIAs in 
the marine environment 

• EIA Clients: Companies who are subject to EIA requirements, and industry groups from 
these sectors 

• EIA Regulators: Representatives of government agencies and relevant 
intergovernmental organizations 

• EIA Science: Representatives of academic, research and other organizations involved 
in understanding and addressing marine environmental threats, risk and impacts 

 
The international, multi-disciplinary WG will enable EIA practitioners and companies to 
present their experience and recommendations for best practices in Ocean EIA, and work 
with other stakeholders in developing marine EIA moving forward. 
 
Parties interested in being considered for participation in the WOC Ocean EIA Working 
Group are invited to submit expressions of interest to info@oceancouncil.org.  
 
A key driver for the WG is the upcoming EIA requirements for ocean industries according to 
the regulations being promulgated in major new extension of the U.N. Convention on the 
Law of the Sea (UNCLOS).  
 
The new international EIA requirements are part of the legally binding instrument on the 
conservation and sustainable use of marine life in areas beyond national jurisdiction (BBNJ). 
The BBNJ Treaty is being developed at the U.N. within the framework of UNCLOS and is 
nearing its final phase of negotiations.  
 
The Ocean EIA Working Group follows on from the SOS 2019 session on “Ocean EIA: 
Solutions, Best Practices and Collaboration for Assessing Threat, Risk and Impacts to High 



Seas Biodiversity” at the WOC Sustainable Ocean Summit 2019 in Paris, 20-22 November 
2019. 
 
The SOS 2019 session on Ocean EIA addressed: 
• Best practices for assessing threat and risk and undertaking EIAs for high seas biodiversity. 
• What is needed to inform and ensure that the legally binding BBNJ agreement includes 

practical, science-based solutions that work with industry and other stakeholders to 
understand and address priority impacts. 

• The value in having an international platform or forum for the practitioners and clients of 
high seas EIAs to advance and improve this emerging field, in support of the BBNJ treaty. 

 
The Ocean EIA Working Group also builds on the official WOC Side Event in August 2019 at the 
U.N. Headquarters on “Methods and Tools for Documenting Human Activity and Assessing 
Threat and Risk to High Seas Biodiversity” during the 3rd round of BBNJ Treaty negotiations at 
the U.N. headquarters in New York in August 2019. 
 

  

 

Recent and Upcoming WOC Outreach and Engagement 
 
22-24 January, PORT ELIZABETH, SOUTH AFRICA 
Transformed and Transformative Ocean Governance Conference, Nelson Mandela University 
(Invited Speaker) 
 
28-29 January, BRUSSELS 
EU BBNJ Workshop on Environmental Impact Assessments and Strategic Environmental 
Assessments in Areas Beyond National Jurisdiction (Participant) 
 
5 February, BRUSSELS 
All Atlantic Ocean Research Alliance (AANChOR) Platform for Knowledge Transfer for 
Ocean Innovation & Economy (Stakeholder Participant) 
 
6-7 February, BRUSSELS 
All Atlantic Ocean Forum (Participant) 
 
12-13 February, ROME 
European Multidisciplinary Seafloor and Water Column Observatory  
European Research Infrastructure Consortium (EMSO) Conference (Invited Speaker) 
 
13 February, PORTSMOUTH, UK 
Launch of the Centre for Blue Governance, University of Portsmouth (Keynote Speaker) 
 
24-25 March, HAMBURG 
3rd Green Maritime Forum (Partner) 
 
23 March-3 April, NEW YORK 
U.N. Law of the Sea, BBNJ Treaty – 4th (Final) Negotiation Session on the international, 
legally binding instrument under the U.N. Convention on the Law of the Sea re the 



 

conservation and sustainable use of marine biological diversity of areas beyond national 
jurisdiction (BBNJ) (Industry Representative)  
 
31 March, BRUSSELS 
4th Meeting of the EU Marine Knowledge Expert Group (Participant) 
 
31 March-2 April, STAMFORD, USA 
CMA Shipping 2020 (Plenary Speaker on Law of the Sea/BBNJ Treaty) 
 

 
 

World Ocean Council (WOC) – The Global Blue Economy Business Organization 
 
The WOC is the international, cross-sectoral alliance for private sector leadership,  
collaboration and action on ocean sustainability, stewardship and science. Companies 
from a range of industries worldwide are distinguishing themselves as leaders in 
“Corporate Ocean Responsibility”, including: shipping, oil and gas, tourism, fisheries, 
aquaculture, mining, renewable energy, ocean technology and investment.  
 
WOC Members are listed here, a part of the WOC Network of 35,000+ ocean industry 
stakeholders around the world. The WOC is a registered not-for-profit organization in the 
US, UK and France. 
 

Contact email: info@oceancouncil.org Web: www.oceancouncil.org 
 

To subscribe to future WOC News or to update your contact information, click here.  
To share this issue of WOC News with others (on Facebook, Twitter, etc), click here. 
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