News Release

WOC INVITES SUPPORT FOR EMERGENCY FUNDING CAMPAIGN
FOR DEVELOPING WORLD SEAFARERS
World Ocean Council Re-extends Call for Assistance to Mariners Impacted by
Coronavirus Pandemic
14 April 2020
The World Ocean Council (WOC) – the Global Blue Economy Business Organization – invites
support for the charity crowdfunding campaign to raise funds for vulnerable seafarers and
their families as the COVID-19 pandemic affects those with less secure financial and health
resources.
All funds raised will go to the International Seafarers’ Welfare and Assistance Network
(ISWAN), a UK registered charity, and dispersed through their Seafarers Emergency Fund
(SEF). Their membership includes seafarer associations throughout the developing world
alongside shipping companies and shipping organizations.
Along with our colleagues at ISWAN, the WOC encourages the maritime industry, the
international business community and the general public - all of whom depend on the global
shipping industry - to show their support for the seafarers who are severely affected by the
pandemic.
Many seafarers from the poorer regions are facing real challenges due to COVID-19. Some
mariners are in lockdown with casual contracts and are now unable to work; others are facing
difficulties due to lockdowns when they leave ships and are unable to return to their families;
there are even reports of seafarers being shunned on their return to their homes for fears of
the virus. There is also the issue of their families not having sufficient income to support
themselves, with the situation likely to get worse.
“We warmly welcome this initiative as we are receiving more and more calls from seafarers to
our helpline SeafarerHelp. Many are from Filipino and Indian seafarers whose lives are being
adversely affected by the COVID-19 pandemic. The funds raised will be used to assist seafarers
and their families who are facing hardship because of the pandemic,” said Roger Harris,
Executive Director, International Seafarers’ Welfare and Assistance Network.
"The outbreak of COVID-19 on a global scale has brought fear and uncertainty to key workers
around the world. Those in the maritime sector have particular anxieties as they are displaced

from home, friends, family and the other support mechanisms available to most. It has never
been more important for these seafarers to have access to help in some form,” Captain John
Lloyd, Chief Executive, The Nautical Institute.
“The men and women working in shipping and the other ocean industries that make up the
ocean economy are vital to all of us in this time of crisis. They are essential to ensuring that
supply chains of food, medicine, energy and other goods keep operating. Please help support
them as they are faced by the additional challenges that the COVID-19 pandemic is imposing
on them,” said Paul Holthus, Founding President and CEO, World Ocean Council.
For more information and to support the campaign, visit
https://crowdfunder.co.uk/emergency-support-for-developing-world-seafarers.

Recent and Upcoming WOC Outreach and Engagement
19 May, 9:00-10:00 CEST, 20:00-21:00 CEST, ONLINE
Webinar – Briefing on the New U.N. Ocean Treaty: Biological Diversity of Areas Beyond
National Jurisdiction (BBNJ) (Speaker)
TBC, LONDON
Biofouling Management & Prevention Seminar (Supporting Organization)
TBC, STAMFORD, USA
CMA Shipping 2020 (Plenary Speaker on Law of the Sea/BBNJ Treaty)
TBC, NEW YORK
U.N. Law of the Sea, BBNJ Treaty – 4th (Final) Negotiation Session on the international,
legally binding instrument under the U.N. Convention on the Law of the Sea re the
conservation and sustainable use of marine biological diversity of areas beyond national
jurisdiction (BBNJ) (Industry Representative)
TBC, BRUSSELS
4th Meeting of the EU Marine Knowledge Expert Group (Participant)

World Ocean Council (WOC) – The Global Blue Economy Business Organization
The WOC is the international, cross-sectoral alliance for private sector leadership,
collaboration and action on ocean sustainability, stewardship and science. Companies
from a range of industries worldwide are distinguishing themselves as leaders in
“Corporate Ocean Responsibility”, including: shipping, oil and gas, tourism, fisheries,
aquaculture, mining, renewable energy, ocean technology and investment.
WOC Members are listed here, a part of the WOC Network of 35,000+ ocean industry
stakeholders around the world. The WOC is a registered not-for-profit organization in the
US, UK and France.
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