News Release

WOC INVITES SUPPORT FOR FUNDRAISING CAMPAIGN TO
PROVIDE PPES FOR PERU FISHING COMMUNITIES
World Ocean Council Extends Call for Assistance to Fisheries Sector Impacted by the
Coronavirus Pandemic
6 August 2020
The World Ocean Council (WOC) – the Global Blue Economy Business Organization – invites
support for the charity crowdfunding campaign to raise funds for vulnerable fishing
communities as the COVID-19 pandemic affects those with less secure financial and health
resources.
In Peru, small-scale fisheries play a critical role in food security, supplying approximately 95%
of seafood consumed domestically. However, at the onset of the pandemic in villages like La
Islilla, roads to the village are closed and business is on pause to help avoid the high death rate
that has plagued nearby towns. The sourcing of PPEs and sanitation resources for businesses
to open safely has been extremely difficult.
Future of Fish is working with community partners to source the PPEs necessary for fishing
villages to protect themselves and remain open for business. Starting with La Islilla, the
organization will provide essential supplies such as soap, cloth masks, latex gloves, hand
sanitizers, bleach and thermometers, with the aim of helping the community stay safe and
return to work to maintain their livelihoods and feed their families.
Along with our colleagues at Future of Fish, the WOC encourages the maritime industry, the
international business community and the general public to show their support for the
fishing communities in Peru who are severely affected by the pandemic.
In La Islilla, your donation will help over 300 fishers return to work and maintain their
livelihoods. As the campaign expands to new communities, your support will secure a supply
chain for the millions of people who rely on fisheries for food and nutrition, both in Peru and
abroad. While the project is starting with immediate aid, the campaign envisions growing to
help build capacity and support best practices in the community for long-term health and
safety, while maintaining livelihoods and supporting food security.
“As part of a global community working with and supporting small-scale fisheries, this program
was started by Future of Fish staff who are motivated and determined to respond to the

devastation that many fishing communities are facing given the pandemic. We’re so thankful
to have WOC as a partner to help spread the word to support fishers to get back to work to
maintain their livelihoods and the economic foundations of their communities,” said Peter
Battisti, Executive Director, Future of Fish.
World Ocean Council CEO Paul Holthus added, “The global pandemic is affecting ocean users
around the world, especially in coastal communities. The WOC is honored to be able to play a
small part in helping to raise awareness and bring support to those in need of assistance, such
as the small-scale fishers in La Islilla.”
For more information and to support the campaign, visit
http://futureoffish.org/content/ppe-peru-fishing-communities.

# Blue Economy by the Numbers #
Number of fishers in small-scale fisheries in developing countries: Almost 32 million (1)
Percent of motorized fishing vessels less than 12 m in length: 82% (2)
Percent of global marine capture fisheries from Peru: 8% (Number 2 after China) (2)
Sources:
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World Bank, 2012. The Hidden Harvest. The global contribution of capture fisheries.
United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO). 2020. The State of World Fisheries and Aquaculture
2020. Sustainability in action. Rome.

Recent and Upcoming WOC Outreach and Engagement
23 July, Webinar
African Oceans Dialogue (Speaker)
13 August, 12:00 CET, Webinar
The Blue Economy and Small Islands (Panellist)
2-3 September, Online Summit
Global Arctic Shipping Summit (Speaker)
23-24 September, Online Summit
Shipping & the Blue Economy Virtual Forum (Partner)

World Ocean Council (WOC) – The Global Blue Economy Business Organization
The WOC is the international, cross-sectoral alliance for private sector leadership,
collaboration and action on ocean sustainability, stewardship and science. Companies
from a range of industries worldwide are distinguishing themselves as leaders in
“Corporate Ocean Responsibility”, including: shipping, oil and gas, tourism, fisheries,
aquaculture, mining, renewable energy, ocean technology and investment.

WOC Members are listed here, a part of the WOC Network of 35,000+ ocean industry
stakeholders around the world. The WOC is a registered not-for-profit organization in the
US and France.
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