
  

News Release 

NORTHERN SHIPPING COMPANY (NSC) JOINS WORLD OCEAN 
COUNCIL AS FIRST WOC MEMBER FROM RUSSIA 
 
WOC’s Geographic Diversity Continues to Grow with Membership of NSC, Leading 
Shipping Company from Russia 
 
2 September 2020   
 
Northern Shipping Company (NSC), a 150-year-old company, strengthened its commitment 
to responsible and sustainable operations by joining the World Ocean Council (WOC) – the 
Global Blue Economy Business Organization – as the first WOC Member from Russia. 
 
NSC’s membership builds on its participation in the WOC-led Industry Liaison Panel (ILP) of 
the Arctic Research Icebreaker Consortium (ARICE), which is working to develop international 
collaboration for meeting the needs of marine-based research in the Arctic. The ILP brings 
together Arctic maritime industry representatives to catalyze science/industry interaction. The 
panel provides recommendations and support to the EU-funded ARICE project on science and 
industry cooperation for responsible use of the Arctic.  
 
NSC General Director Yakov Antonov stated, “Our long standing and responsible operation in 
the Arctic is very natural to the fundamentals of the Blue Economy initiative as it serves to 
both preserve the marine environment and provide high quality logistical solutions. We are 
proud to be a part of it.” 
 
Founded in 1870 and headquartered in Arkhangelsk (Russia), Northern Shipping Company is a 
major shipping company from Northwest Russia providing carriage by sea all around the world 
including via the Northern Sea Route. Northern Shipping Company operates as a carrier for 
traditional export of wood, timber products and steel, with trade routes mostly in ex-White 
Sea and Baltic for Western Europe and the Mediterranean. The company carries out liner 
services, tramp and multi-modal transportation, delivery of cargo to unimproved port facilities; 
provides technical management (repair works, supply, ship chandler and storage services); and 
arranges training of crew members. The NSC fleet has been working traditionally and regularly 
in the Arctic region making exceptional professional and qualified voyages, taking into 
consideration hard weather and reliable performance. 
 
WOC Founding President and CEO Paul Holthus added, “The World Ocean Council is thrilled to 
welcome the 150-year-old NSC on board as our newest member, and the first WOC Member 
from Russia. The NSC participation in the ARICE Industry Liaison Panel is indicative of the 

http://www.ansc.ru/en/main/mainE.asp
http://www.ansc.ru/en/main/mainE.asp


company’s leadership in engaging with other sectors and stakeholders to advance ocean and 
Arctic sustainable development. We encourage other companies in Russia to join WOC efforts 
to develop the sustainable Blue Economy.”  
 
The WOC CEO will be speaking at the Arctic Shipping Summit, 2-3 September 2020. 
 

 
#  Blue Economy by the Numbers  # 

 
Amount being spent to ensure year-round Arctic transport by 2030: USD 136 billion (1)  
Amount that Northern Sea Route volumes have grown from 2017-2020: More than 430 
percent (2) 
 
Sources:  
(1) https://www.mordorintelligence.com/industry-reports/russia-freight-logistics-market-study 
(2) https://www.arctictoday.com/russian-arctic-shipping-is-up-by-430-percent-in-3-years/ 

 

  

 

Recent and Upcoming WOC Outreach and Engagement 
 
27 August, Webinar 
The Blue Economy Hub: Blue Opportunities in Island Blue Economies (Panelist)  
 
2-3 September, Online Summit 
Global Arctic Shipping Summit (Speaker)  
 
3 September, 07:00 BST, Webinar 
The Nautical Institute: Ocean Responsibility – How can Shipping Make a Difference? 
(Speaker) 
 
23-24 September, Online Summit 
Shipping & the Blue Economy Virtual Forum (Speaker, Key Partner) 
 
30 September, 10:00 BST, Webinar 
Breakbulk – The Digital Special: Growing a Sustainable Future (Speaker)  
 

 
 

World Ocean Council (WOC) – The Global Blue Economy Business Organization 
 
The WOC is the international, cross-sectoral alliance for private sector leadership,  
collaboration and action on ocean sustainability, stewardship and science. Companies 
from a range of industries worldwide are distinguishing themselves as leaders in 
“Corporate Ocean Responsibility”, including: shipping, oil and gas, tourism, fisheries, 
aquaculture, mining, renewable energy, ocean technology and investment.  
 
WOC Members are listed here, a part of the WOC Network of 35,000+ ocean industry 
stakeholders around the world. The WOC is a registered not-for-profit organization in the 
US and France. 

https://www.globalmaritimeevent.com/
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/9201275560866546443
https://bit.ly/2KWpjRF
http://breakbulk.com/page/the-digital-special-growing-a-sustainable
http://oceancouncil.org/memberships/meet-our-members/


 

 
Contact email: info@oceancouncil.org Web: www.oceancouncil.org 

 
To subscribe to future WOC News or to update your contact information, click here.  
To share this issue of WOC News with others (on Facebook, Twitter, etc), click here. 
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